COMMISSION ON PROTECTION OF COMPETITION
METHODOLOGY

On determination of sanctions and fines imposed under the Law on Protection of Competition
І. GENERAL PROVISIONS

Art. 1. This methodology shall determine the methods applied by the Commission on Protection of Competition (CPC) while determining the pecuniary sanctions, fines, periodic pecuniary sanctions and periodic fines imposed on undertakings, associations of undertakings or natural persons for the infringements under the Law on Protection of Competition (LPC) committed by them.

Art. 2. When determining the specific amounts of the sanctions the CPC shall take into consideration the gravity and duration of the infringement as well as the circumstances mitigating and aggravating the liability as it may not exceed the maximum amount determined in LPC.

Art. 3. In accordance with the principles of impartiality and legal certainty in each of its decisions imposing a sanction to an undertaking, an association of undertakings or a fine to a natural person, the CPC shall state its specific motives regarding the individualization of the penalty. 

Art. 4. The pecuniary sanctions and fines under LPC aim to punish the infringers, deter them from repeated commitment of the infringement (special prevention) and prevent other undertakings, associations of undertakings or natural persons from committing infringements (general prevention). The periodic pecuniary sanctions and the periodic fines shall be imposed in order to force the infringer to discontinue the infringement. 

Art. 5. In accordance with the principle of proportionality the specific amounts of the pecuniary sanctions, fines, periodic pecuniary sanctions and periodic fines may not exceed what is necessary to efficiently punish the infringer and to achieve a sufficient deterring effect (prevention).

Art. 6. In order to achieve a sufficient deterring effect the specific amounts of the pecuniary sanctions, fines, periodic pecuniary sanctions and periodic fines must exceed the possible illegal economic gains that can be acquired as a result of the infringement. This principle shall only apply where it is possible to calculate the amount of such economic gains as the CPC shall not be obliged to make such calculations.

Art. 7. In determining the specific amounts of the pecuniary sanctions, fines, periodic pecuniary sanctions and periodic fines the CPC shall ensure a sufficient degree of transparency and predictability. However, at the same time the CPC shall not apply automatic arithmetical methods for determining the sanctions in view of preventing the possibility of infringers to calculate in advance of the exact amount of the sanction that would be imposed to them in order to calculate such amount as an “infringement expense”.

ІІ. DETERMINING THE PECUNIARY SANCTIONS FOR INFRINGEMENTS UNDER CHAPTERS THREE AND FOUR OF LPC OR UNDER ARTICLE 101 OR 102 OF TFEU

Application of a two-step method
Art. 8. The pecuniary sanctions for infringements under Chapters Three and Four of LPC or under Art. 101 or 102 of TFEU shall be determined by applying a two-step method as first the basic amount of the sanction shall be individualized and then it shall be increased or decreased if there are circumstances mitigating and aggravating the liability.

Determining the basic amount of the sanction 
Art. 9. (1) The CPC shall determine the basic amount of the sanction on the basis of the value of the sales realized by the undertaking on the territory of the defined relevant and/or affected market during the last financial year of the undertaking’s involvement in the infringement.

(2) The CPC shall calculate the value of the sales by taking into consideration the net
 revenues realized by the undertaking from sales of the relevant products (goods, services or production), which are directly or indirectly
 affected or could be affected by the infringement. 

(3) In the cases where the undertaking has no revenues under paragraph 2, the CPC shall calculate the value of the sales on the basis of the total revenues from the activity carried out by the undertaking.

(4) The CPC shall determine the basic amount of the sanction as a percentage of the value of the sales depending on the gravity of the infringement, as follows: 

1. for light infringements – up to 8 % of the value of the sales;

2. for not very grave infringements – up to 12 % of the value of the sales;

3. for grave infringements – up to 15 % of the value of the sales. 

(5) For an infringement committed by an association of undertakings, which is related to the activity of its members, the Commission shall impose a pecuniary sanction on the association in the amount of up to 10 % of the sum of the total turnover of each member of the association that operates on the market affected by the infringement for the preceding financial year as:

1. in determining the basic amount of the sanction on the basis of the turnover of the members of the association the Commission shall apply the rules under the preceding items;

2. in the cases where a sanction is imposed not only on an association but also on its members the turnover of its members on which a sanction is imposed should not be taken into consideration in calculating the sanction of the association;

3. in the decision under Art. 9, paragraph 4 by which the Commission delivers its judgment under Art. 60, paragraph 1, items 2 and 3 of LPC the Commission shall individualize the undertakings whose representatives have been members of the management or controlling bodies of the association as well as all of its other members having carried out activity on the market in which the infringement has been committed, and shall determine what their pecuniary liability would be in case that the association is unable to fulfil its obligation.

(6) For an infringement committed by an association of undertakings, which is not related to the activity of its members in case that it does not realize revenues from sales the CPC shall determine the basic amount of the sanction depending on the gravity of the infringement, as follows:

1. for light infringements – the basic amount of the sanction shall be up to BGN 100 000;

2. for not very grave infringements – the basic amount of the sanction shall be up to BGN 150 000;

3. for grave infringements – the basic amount of the sanction shall be up to BGN 200 000.

(7) The assessment of the gravity of the infringement shall be made on a case-by-case basis as all relevant circumstances such as geographical scope of the infringement, the total market share of the undertakings participating in the infringement, in the relevant and/or on the affected market, the extent to which the competition has been affected on the relevant and related markets and other circumstances depending on the case shall be taken into consideration:

1. light infringements shall be deemed the cases of vertical restrictions of competition that cover a small geographical area or affect a limited circle of undertakings or consumers as well as the exploitative abuses of dominant position that cover a small geographical area or affect the interests of a limited circle of consumers; 

2. not very grave infringements shall be deemed the horizontal restrictions of competition which are not “cartels“, the vertical restrictions of competition, the exploitative abuses of dominant position as well as the strategic abuses of dominant position which do not result or could not result in a closure of the market or in exclusion of competitors from the market;

3. grave infringements shall be deemed the ones that have or could have considerable and lasting impact on the competitive environment of a substantial part of the national market (§ 1, item 16 of the Additional Provisions of LPC); such are the cases of cartels as well as most cases of strategic abuses of dominant position.

(8) The duration of the infringement shall be assessed by the CPC as the basic amount of the sanction shall be multiplied by a duration factor:

1. for infringements with duration of less than one year duration factor equals 1; 

2. for infringements with duration of more than one year the duration factor equals the number of years of participation of the undertaking/the association of undertakings in the infringement, as periods of participation shorter than six months shall be counted by the CPC as half year, and periods longer than six months but shorter than one year shall be counted as a full year.

Circumstances mitigating and aggravating the liability 
Art. 10. Aggravating circumstances:

1. in the cases where the same or similar infringement is committed as established by the CPC, another national competition authority of an EU Member State or EC the basic amount of the sanction may be increased by up to 100 % for each such infringement established;

2. in the cases where the undertaking/the association of undertakings has played the role of an initiator, a leader or an instigator of the commitment of the infringement or has exercised coercion with respect to other undertakings in order that they join the infringement, the basic amount of the sanction may be increased by 25 %;

3. the basic amount of the sanction may be increased by 10 % for each established circumstance aggravating the liability such as:

а) failure to provide cooperation or obstruction of the CPC in carrying out the investigation thereof or opposing the investigation; 

b) offering or giving “indemnity” or “compensation” to other undertakings for getting involved in the infringement;

c) others depending on the specific case.

Art. 11. Mitigating circumstances: the basic amount of the sanction may be decreased by 10 % for each established mitigating circumstance such as:

1. termination of the infringement as soon as the CPC intervenes as such circumstance shall not apply in the cases of cartels; 

2. passive behaviour of the undertaking or the association, playing a too limited role in the infringement or adoption of the “follow the leader” strategy;

3. providing the CPC with effective cooperation beyond the scope of the programme for immunity from sanction or reduction of sanction and the obligation to cooperate under LPC;

4. taking measures to limit the harmful effects of the infringement such as providing voluntary, timely and commensurate indemnity to affected subjects for the damages caused to them; 

5. others depending on the specific case.

Increase for deterring effect 
Art. 12. (1) The sanction for an undertaking or an association of undertakings having committed an infringement under Art. 101 or 102 of TFEU shall be determined by the CPC by an increase for deterring effect of up to 25 % of the basic amount. 

(2) In view of the need to ensure that the sanctions have a sufficient deterring effect the Commission may increase by up to 25 % the basic amount of the sanction imposed on the undertakings where:

1. the undertakings have revenues from another activity that exceed by 100 % the revenues from sales of products (goods, services or production), which are directly or indirectly affected or could be affected by the infringement, or 

2. where the amount of revenues achieved as a result of the infringement (in case that they can be calculated) exceed by 100 % the sanction determined by the Commission. 

Statutory maximum amount of the sanction for an undertaking
Art. 13. (1) If the amount of the sanction exceeds the maximum statutory amount of 10 % of the total turnover of the undertaking or of the sum of the total turnover of each member of the association of undertakings that operates on the market affected by the infringement, for the preceding financial year, the sanction shall be decreased to the statutory maximum.

(2) Total turnover shall mean the total turnover worldwide of the undertaking or the association of undertakings. 

(3) Worldwide turnover means the one realized by the undertaking in all territories where it operates.

Responsibility of a person exercising control and presumption of decisive influence 
Art. 14. (1) The pecuniary sanctions for an infringement under Art. 15 or 21 of LPC or under Art. 101 and 102 of TFEU under paragraph 14 of Art. 100 of LPC may be imposed by a decision of the Commission on a person who directly or via other persons exercises control of the infringing undertaking.

(2) To that end it is not necessary the person exercising control of the infringing undertaking to have known or participated in the commitment of an infringement.

(3) A person exercises control of the infringing undertaking where on the basis of the economic, organizational and legal relations between them it can be established that:

1. the person has decisive influence on the infringing undertaking, and
2. the person has actually exercised such influence.

(4) The hypothesis of paragraph 3 shall also apply with respect to the participants in an association where the infringer is an association of two or more undertakings, irrespective of its legal form. 

(5) Where a person owns a share of more than 90 % in the capital of the infringing undertaking it shall be accepted that there is decisive influence and it is not necessary to prove the exercise thereof. This shall not exclude the possibility that such person can prove in the particular case that the same has not exercised influence on the infringing undertaking. 

Imposing a sanction to a successor 
Art. 15. (1) The pecuniary sanctions for an infringement under Art. 15 or 21 of LPC or under Art. 101 and 102 of TFEU under paragraph 14 of Art. 100 of LPC may be imposed by the Commission on a successor of the infringer, if it is found that:

1. the infringing undertaking has ceased to exist as a legal entity as a result of transformation, or

2. the infringing undertaking transfers its business via which the infringement has been committed, or it begins to be carried out by another operator under circumstances which go beyond the common market conditions and which may be explained solely as an attempt to evade responsibility for the committed infringements. 

(2) In case that the above circumstances are established in the course of the proceedings, the Commission shall impose the pecuniary sanctions to a successor by a decision on the grounds of Art. 60, paragraph 1, item 3 in relation to Art. 77, paragraph 1, item 2 of LPC.

III. DETERMINING THE PECUNIARY SANCTIONS FOR INFRINGEMENTS UNDER CHAPTER FIVE OF LPC
Art. 16. The pecuniary sanctions for the infringements under Art. 100, paragraph 1, items 2 – 5 of LPC shall be determined on the basis of the total turnover of the undertaking calculated subject to the procedure stipulated in Art. 25, paragraph 4 of LPC, depending on the gravity of the infringement, as follows:

1. for light infringements – up to 5 % of the total turnover of the infringer;

2. for not very grave infringements – up to 7 % of the total turnover of the infringer;

3. for grave infringements – up to 10 % of the total turnover of the infringer.

Art. 17. (1) The gravity of the infringement shall be assessed by the CPC on a case by case basis as all relevant circumstances under the specific case shall be taken into consideration as:

1. light infringements are ones that have not resulted and would not result in a change to the structure of the market in terms of supply and demand; such operations would have been unconditionally authorized by the Commission, if they had been timely notified; 

2. not very grave infringements are the ones that have not given rise to some substantial changes to the competitive environment on a relevant market and have not restricted the effective competition; it is likely that the CPC would authorize the concentration if it had been notified;

3. grave infringements are the ones that have resulted or would result in an appreciable change to the structure of the market in terms of supply and demand and have had or would have negatively impacted the effective competition on a relevant market; these are concentrations that the CPC would authorize under certain conditions or would prohibit them.

(2) The assessment regarding the gravity shall be made on the basis of the following factors:

1. the market position of the participating undertakings before and after the concentration as it shall be assessed whether as a result of the concentration the undertaking will establish, or strengthen its dominant position; 

2. the structure of the market and changes having occurred as a result of the concentration; in particular, has the number of competitors decreased;

3. the concentration’s reflection on the behaviour of the remaining participants on the market; in particular, has the concentration resulted in creation or strengthening of a coordination effects among the participants on the relevant markets;

4. change to the conditions of supply and demand on the relevant market as a result of the concentration, including with respect to access to supply and to markets for realization of the relevant goods and services;

5. have the barriers to entry into the relevant market increased as a result of the concentration;

6. change to the quality and prices of the goods and services offered by the participants in the concentration and the other undertakings on the market; whether the prices have substantially and lastingly changed, thus affecting the effective competition and the consumers;

7. duration of the infringement.

Art. 18. (1) Regardless of the gravity and duration of the infringement when determining the sanction the circumstances aggravating or mitigating the liability for the committed infringement that decrease or increase the amount of the sanction should also be taken into consideration. 

(2) Circumstances aggravating the liability might be: 

1. a repeated infringement of the same kind by the same undertaking/s;

2. a refusal to cooperate or attempts to hinder the investigation of the Commission;

3. other circumstances specific for the particular infringement. 

(3) Circumstances mitigating the liability for the committed infringement are for instance:

1. infringements committed as a result of an omission or unintentionally;

2. effective cooperation of the undertaking in the process of investigation;

3. other circumstances depending on the particular case.

ІV. DETERMINING THE PECUNIARY SANCTIONS FOR INFRINGEMENTS UNDER CHAPTER SEVEN OF LPC
Art. 19. In determining the amount of the sanction under Chapter Seven of LPC the CPC shall take into consideration the gravity and duration of the infringement as well as the circumstances mitigating and aggravating the liability as the sanction may not exceed the maximum amount stipulated in LPC.

Art. 20. (1) The pecuniary sanction shall be determined on the basis of the amount of the infringing undertaking’s net revenues from sales specified in the annual financial report.

(2) The sanction shall be determined on the basis of the amount of the net revenues from sales under item 20 realized during the financial year preceding the delivery of the decision of the CPC.

(3) In the cases where the undertaking has not prepared financial report for the preceding financial year the last certified financial report shall be taken into consideration.

(4) In the cases where the undertaking has committed the infringement before the completion of the first financial year since the commencement of its operations the revenues from sales realized by it for the past period before the adoption of the decision of the CPC for which statements can be submitted.

(5) The pecuniary sanctions for the infringements under Chapter Seven of LPC shall be determined as the basic amount thereof shall depend on the gravity and duration of the infringement as follows:

1. for light infringements – up to 2 % of the amount of the net revenues from sales under item 20;

2. for not very grave infringements – up to 5 % of the amount of the net revenues from sales under item 20;

3. for grave infringements – up to 10 % of the amount of the net revenues from sales under item 20.

(6) In the cases where there is no information about realized net revenues from sales of the infringing undertaking for the preceding financial year, in view of the peculiarities of the specific case and depending on the gravity of the infringement the CPC shall determine the basic amount of the sanction as follows:

1. for light infringements – up to BGN 10 000;

2. for not very grave infringements – up to BGN 30 000;

3. for grave infringements – up to BGN 50 000.

(7) Within the meaning of Art. 20, paragraphs 5 and 6:

1. light infringements are the ones committed once or under conditions of continuity but for a short period of time whereupon the adverse legal effects result in a minimum negative effect on competition;

2. not very grave infringements are the ones committed once or under conditions of continuity but for a relatively long period of time whereupon the adverse legal effects result in more appreciable negative effect on competition;

3. grave infringements are the ones committed once or under conditions of continuity but for an appreciable period of time whereupon the adverse legal effects result in a substantial negative effect on competition.

Art. 21. In determining the amount of the sanction the CPC shall take into consideration the following circumstances mitigating and aggravating the liability:

1. Circumstances mitigating the liability: 

а) taking actions to terminate the infringement as soon as the CPC intervenes or after it is reported by the affected parties;

b) taking measures to limit the harmful effects of the infringement such as providing voluntary, timely and commensurate indemnity to affected subjects for the damages caused to them;

c) the actions of the infringer have been provoked by the person affected by the infringement;

d) negligible amount of the damages caused as a result of the infringement or low probability of the occurrence thereof;
e) active cooperation on part of the infringer during the investigation beyond the scope of the obligation to cooperate under LPC;

f) others depending on the specific case;

2. Circumstances aggravating the liability:

а) hampering the investigation of the Commission (the infringer has concealed its identity or address);

b) the infringer commits an infringement within one year after a decision of the Commission by which it has been punished for the same kind of infringement has come into force – in such case the basic amount of the sanction may be by up to 100 % for each such infringement established; 

c) the infringer has engaged in similar activities in the past (has committed another infringement under Chapter Seven of LPC); 

d) the infringement creates danger to or harms the life and health of consumers; 

e) the effects of the infringement encompass a wide circle of consumers (e.g., in case of imitation of a product commonly known among the public intended for mass consumption) or an appreciable part of the market in geographical terms;

f) others depending on the specific case.

V. DETERMINING THE PECUNIARY SANCTIONS FOR INFRINGEMENTS UNDER CHAPTER SEVEN “B” OF LPC
Art. 22. (1) In determining the amount of the sanction for a buyer of agricultural and food products for an infringement of the prohibitions under Art. 37b and 37c of LPC the Commission shall take into consideration the gravity and duration of the infringement as well as the circumstances mitigating and aggravating the liability. 

(2) The sanction may not exceed the maximum amount stipulated in LPC – BGN 300 000. The sanction may not be lower than BGN 5 000.

(3) The pecuniary sanctions for the infringements under Chapter Seven “b” of LPC shall be determined depending on the gravity and duration of the infringement as follows:

1. for light infringements – up to BGN 100 000;

2. for not very grave infringements – up to BGN 200 000.;

3. for grave infringements – up to BGN 300 000.

(4) Within the meaning of paragraph 3:

1. light infringements are the ones whereupon the adverse legal effects result in a minimum negative effect on the supplier of agricultural and food products affected by the infringement, its economic position as well as the relations among the economic subjects in the supply chain for agricultural and food products, competition and consumers on the relevant market;

2. not very grave infringements are the ones whereupon the adverse legal effects result in a more appreciable negative effect on the supplier of agricultural and food products affected by the infringement, its economic position as well as the relations among the economic subjects in the supply chain for agricultural and food products, competition and consumers;

3. grave infringements are the ones whereupon the adverse legal effects result in a substantial negative effect on the supplier of agricultural and food products affected by the infringement, its economic position as well as the relations among the economic subjects in the supply chain for agricultural and food products, competition and consumers.

(5) In determining the amount of the sanction the CPC shall take into consideration the following circumstances mitigating and aggravating the liability:

1. Circumstances mitigating the liability: 

а) taking actions to terminate the infringement as soon as the CPC intervenes or after it is reported by the affected parties;

b) taking measures to limit the harmful effects of the infringement such as providing voluntary, timely and commensurate indemnity to affected subjects for the damages caused to them;

c) the actions of the infringer have been provoked by the person affected by the infringement;

d) active cooperation on part of the infringer during the investigation beyond the scope of the obligation to cooperate under LPC;

e) others depending on the specific case;

2. Circumstances aggravating the liability:

а) hampering the investigation of the Commission;

b) the infringer commits an infringement within one year after a decision of the Commission by which it has been punished for the same kind of infringement has come into force – in such case the basic amount of the sanction may be increased by up to 100 % for each such infringement established; 

c) the infringer has engaged in similar activities in the past (has committed another infringement under Chapter Seven “b” of LPC); 

d) the infringement creates danger to or harms the life and health of consumers; 

e) the effects of the infringement encompass a considerable part of the market in geographical terms;

f) others depending on the specific case.

VI. DETERMINING THE PECUNIARY SANCTIONS FOR FAILURES TO FULFIL DECISIONS OR PROCEDURAL DECISIONS OF THE CPC
Art. 23. The pecuniary sanctions for failures to fulfil a decision or a procedural decision of the CPC shall be imposed on the grounds of Art. 100, paragraph 1, item 7 of LPC and shall be determined as follows:

1. for failure to fulfil a decision of the CPC by which an infringement of LPC has been established and a pecuniary sanction has been imposed, the sanction shall be determined to the double amount of the initially imposed one as the amount thereof may not exceed 10 % of the total turnover of the undertaking for the preceding financial year and the statutory maximum for an infringement under Chapter Seven “b” of LPC;

2. in case of failure to fulfil other decisions or procedural decisions of the CPC
 the failure shall qualify as a grave infringement and the infringer shall be imposed a pecuniary sanction determined subject to the procedure stipulated in this methodology as per the rules applicable to grave infringements for the respective type of infringement.

VII. DETERMINING THE PECUNIARY SANCTIONS UNDER ARTICLE 100, PARAGRAPH 5 OF LPC
Art. 24. The CPC shall impose a pecuniary sanction to the amount of up to 1 % of the total turnover for the preceding financial year for the infringements under Art. 100, paragraph 5 of LPC. In the proceedings under Chapter Seven “b” for the infringements under Art. 100, paragraph 5 of LPC the CPC shall impose a pecuniary sanction to the amount of BGN 1 000 to BGN 10 000. In determining the amount of the sanction the nature, significance and the necessity of the information for the investigation, the gravity of the committed infringement and the mitigating and aggravating circumstances shall be taken into consideration.

VІІI. DETERMINING THE PERIODIC PECUNIARY SANCTIONS UNDER ARTICLE 100, PARAGRAPHS 9 AND 11 OF LPC
Art. 25. The periodic pecuniary sanctions under Art. 100, paragraph 9 and 11 of LPC shall be determined on the basis of the average daily turnover of the undertaking which is calculated by dividing the total turnover of the undertaking for the preceding financial year by 365.

Art. 26. For the infringements under Art. 100, paragraph 9 of LPC the CPC shall impose a periodic pecuniary sanction amounting up to 5 % of the average daily turnover of the undertaking. In the proceedings under Chapter Seven “b” for infringements under Art. 100, paragraph 9, items 1 and 2 of LPC the CPC shall impose a pecuniary sanction amounting from BGN 5 000 to BGN 50 000. In determining the amount of the sanction the gravity of the infringement and the mitigating and aggravating circumstances shall be taken into consideration.

Art. 27. For the infringements under Art. 100, paragraph 11 of LPC the CPC shall impose a periodic pecuniary sanction amounting up to 1 % of the average daily turnover of the undertaking. In the proceedings under Chapter Seven “b” for the infringements under Art. 100, paragraph 11 of LPC the CPC shall impose a pecuniary sanction amounting from BGN 5 000 to BGN 50 000. In determining the amount of the sanction the gravity of the infringement and the mitigating and aggravating circumstances shall be taken into consideration.

IX. DETERMINING THE FINES OF NATURAL PERSONS UNDER ARTICLE 102 OF LPC
Art. 28. In determining the amount of fine under Art. 102, paragraphs 1 – 3 of LPC the CPC shall take into consideration the gravity and duration of the infringement, the quality in which the person has acted, his/her property status as well as the circumstances mitigating and aggravating his/her liability.

Art. 29. In assessing the gravity of the infringement the gravity of the infringement the natural person has assisted, or the importance of the non-submitted pieces of evidence, information or explanations for the investigation shall be taken into consideration. 

Art. 30. No fine shall be imposed on the members of the management and controlling bodies and on other employees of the undertaking having submitted a request under Art. 101, paragraph 1 of LPC as well as on the persons who, as at the time of commitment of the infringement have had such a capacity where the following conditions under Art. 102, paragraph 5 of LPC exist:

1. the request of the undertaking meets the conditions under Art. 101, paragraph 1 of LPC;

2. the persons actively cooperate with the Commission in the proceedings, and

3. the request under Art. 101, paragraph 1 of LPC has been submitted before the persons are notified of the initiated proceedings.

X. FINAL PROVISIONS

§ 1. In determining the specific amounts of the pecuniary sanctions, fines, periodic pecuniary sanctions and periodic fines the CPC shall use rounded numbers. 

§ 2. This methodology may be timely amended and supplemented by the CPC by rules reflecting the most recent developments of the application of the law in view of enhancing the efficiency of the CPC’s policy on sanctioning.

§ 3. This methodology was adopted by Decision No. 607 of the Commission on Protection of Competition of 10 June 2021 on the grounds of Art. 100, paragraph 8 of the Law on Protection of Competition and shall come into force as from the date when promulgated in State Gazette (promulgated in State Gazette, issue 51 of 18 June 2021).

§ 4. This methodology repeals the Methodology on determination of the sanctions under the Law on Protection of Competition adopted by the CPC’s Decision No. 71 of 3 February 2009, amended and supplemented by Decision No. 1024 of 6 October 2009, Decision No. 330 of 17 March 2011 and Decision No. 900 of 17 November 2015. 
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� The CPC shall take into consideration the value of the sales before taxation by VAT and other sales-related taxes 


� Such might be the case of horizontal agreements for fixing purchase prices for a product that serves as raw material or material for the production of another end product.


� E.g., a decision approving assumed obligations and granting a term for the fulfillment thereof.
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